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(Studs. 


The Australian Fan's Perspective 








“Give Thommo the sack", says irate fan... 









 — TERRY JONES HITS BACK! 


EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW - see page 12 


Oceania ignored again... 
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FIFA in even deeper shit! — see page 18 


THE OBLIGATORY EDITORIAL 


ltis hate to remember a time when more socce: 
publicattcns were on the newsagent's shelves. 
Since /.ustralia began it's 1994 World Cup 
qualifyinc campaign there has been = an 
Insatiadieé demand for information and 
photogiaphs of our national heroes. The 
interest in soccer was maintained due to an 
absorbing World Cup Finals, but now the test 
begins Can soccer maintain it's high profile, 
and moe importantly, build on it. 
The wihdrawal of Newcastle Breakers at the 
11th hour again put the code in Australia under 
the sceptic's spotlight. While many soccer fans 
claim to have all the answers to the game's 
problems, it is a sad fact that many armchair 
critics sie hesitant to state their views through 
mainstream publications for fear of being 
ignuilea ~y politically correct editors, or worse, 
parts of their letter deleted and taken out of 
context Those fears can be put to rest. We 
even weicome mild expletives. 
‘Studs Up' is an amateur publication, that is 
obvious, and we accept that. The point is, 
somebody has to say what the professionals 
won't. We don't believe we need to extensively 
report what has happened on the pitch. There 
are plenty of publications of varied worth doing 
that already. What is required however is a 
need to stand back and assess the big picture 
occasionally. Sometimes small snippets of 
news are meaningless, but when strung 
together they can indicate a disturbing trend, 
and it is important these trends are not 
overlooked. 
Without a paying audience, players cannot be 
professional. It is important that the fans get 
what they want. ‘Studs Up' will ensure that the 
administrators are aware of the fans point of 
view. It is in their best interests to listen. 
Naturally, we welcome all contributions from all 
readers, whether they be letters, advice, or even 
full length articles. And we'll try to keep printing 
errors to a minimum, so you won't have to read 
— a striker having a shit from outside the 
eo 


Send all correspondence to: 


‘Studs Up’ 
POBOX 55 
Oakleigh South 3167 


IN THIS ISSUE.... 


2. Editorial. Plus where to 
send your love letters, hate mail 
etc... 

3. SBS - Friend or Foe? 
‘Studs Up’ questions whether 
SBS does the NSL any 
favours... 

4. Did that REALLY happen? 
We have a look at what's 
happened over the past coupla 
months. And it doesn't always 
make a lot of sense! 

6. Give Thommo the sack. 
Peter Nahal says what a few 
others are thinking... 

8. Happy 20th birthday? 

Will the NSL have anything to 
celebrate in 1997? PLUS other 
thought-provoking ramblings. 
10. Journalists should lift 
their game. Um, yeah, they 
probably should... 

11. Gigantism - A Growing 
problem. Er, the headline is 
punny enough we think... 

12. Terry Jones speaks! 

The CEO of the VSF talks about 
the ASF, VSF, NSL, VPL etc.. 
14. Oh, for a5 year plan.. We 
look at where other sports may 
have got it right... 

16. Australia misses the 
plane...again! More runway 
problems and other 
miscellaneous waffle... 

18. What next for FIFA? 
Assuming Havelange is not 
immortal, what happens next... 
20. Foreign Affairs. Harry G 
looks at how English players 
have boxed themselves into a 
corner... 

22. Get the book out! We 
hand out our own deck of 
cards...Look out, Andy! 

23. P.S. Further reasons why 
‘Studs Up’ should hear from 
you... 

24. Look out for.. Your very 
own calendar of up-coming 
events. 





SBS - FRIEND OR FOE??? 


No-one can deny the outstanding commitment 
SBS has made to soccer in Australia since it 
first began transmission over a decade ago. As 
Les Murray and co. are only too happy to 
remind us, they have searched the world for 
footage of the best teams and players at various 
levels. World Soccer has been a flagship for 
SBS, and their willingness to screen Italian 
Soccer each week is surely appreciated by 
every real soccer fan. Not since Network 10 
showed Bundesliga matches in the 1970's has 
the viewing been so captivating, but perhaps it’s 
time a few home truths were pointed out to SBS 
regarding their coverage of the NSL. 


Whoever made the decision to televise the 
second half of the ‘Match of the Day should : 
resign immediately. That decision could only - -- 
have been made in the hope that matches will 
finish in a draw and viewers will tune in for the Les: Wrong accent... 
all-deciding shoot-out. Maybe their judgement or is that axsent?? 
was blurred by memories of Mark Schwarzers 

heroics vs Canada and the subsequent 

euphoria of the players, which did indeed make 

memorable television. But this is the NSL, and 

patriotism is not part of the equation. 





Prime time programs should contain maximum entertainment for a wide viewing audience. 
That's how you get high ratings. This can only be achieved through broadcasting a highlights 
package in a similar format to English Soccer, Italian Soccer, World Soccer etc. It seems odd 
the SBS run ‘GOAL!’ at 6pm on Tuesdays when more likely than not, people will just forget that 
it is on, if they don't prefer to watch a domestic news bulletin. 


Executives of rival codes would have been well pleased with what they saw on opening night. 
The soccer served up was pretty ordinary - largely due to the state of the pitch - the commentary 
was terrible, and the shoot-out, well... even the players couldn't get too excited. Still, it didn't 
stop SBS gloating over the fact ratings doubled during the final 15 minutes of the telecast. 


Then of course there is ‘On the Ball’. For some fans, discussion programs hold greater interest 
than the matches themselves. Especially when Eddie Thomson is let off the leash for twenty 
minutes. Such a pity then we have to put up with the Andy Paschalidis comedy segment. 
Please! Piss off Uncie Stavros! 


At a time when the ASF is trying to de-ethnicise the game, their cause is not aided by Les & co. 
insisting on pronouncing the names of Greek players with Greek accents, Italian players with 
Italian accents, Martian players with Martian accents and so on. | know it doesn't help when 
certain NSL clubs go out of their way to pack their teams with players of a similar ancestry, but 
that is not the point. The ASF wants all Australians to follow the game, and the insistance on 
usage of accents can only marginalize casual viewers. 


lf SBS are going to keep soccer in prime time, they should at Jeast try and give the public 
something worth watching, because they are the people we are trying to attract through the 
turnstiles. 








Did that REALLY happen? 


Studs Up iakes a bi-monthly view and review of soccer in Australia, 
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Walker Cup by demolishing Heidelberg 
6-0. Spiteri & Viduka signal a warning 
by netting twice each.. toe. Re 
20 - Australia clinches a place in next Se Ge See SR 
year’s FIFA Women's World Cup after % Ree. 
New Zealand can only beat Papua New 
Guinea 6-0 in the final round robin . 
match. The Kiwi's needed a margin of AN ADU” eSrzam 
10. The vital result was two days earlier hE OMAR Ree 
when Oz beat the Kiwis 1-0, reversin ; 
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22 - Melbourne Zebras win the NSL's with Bazic approved 

first penalty shoot-out 4-1 vs Morwell. hair-style 

23 - A full house see South Melbourne 

Say farewell to Middle Park by thumping 

NSL Cup finalists Heidelberg 4-1. SBS 

are excited as West Adelaide draw with 

Sydney Olympic. Unfortunately, the 

players and fans are not. 

Raul Blanco had the last word. "I'm more concerned about the state of the pitch. It was 
shocking". Spot on Raul. Round one ends with a total of twenty yellow cards and one red. 
Richard Lorenc leads the way with 8 yellows. 

28 - The Knights go top after winning in Wollongong. 
30 - Referee Rob Davies issues two reds and nine yellows. A late winner by Olympic is the last 
straw for Parramatta fans(!) who require police and security officers. 
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NOVEMBER 

6 - Joe Spiteri hits a hat-trick against Raul Blanco's sharks. Morwell get their first-ever NSL win 
over South Melb, albeit on penalties. SBS are glad they televised it. 

12 - The Knights make it four out of four as Spiteri scores two more in a 4-1 win at Parramatta. 
13-A retum to form by former WYC star Ante Milicic is over-shadowed by a floodlight failure 
and Marconi's Klaus Okon being stretchered off after being hit by a water bottle. Sydney Utd win 
the match 3-0. Heidelberg's season remains pointless after a 0-1 home loss to Adelaide City. 
19 - In Brisbane, referee Doug Prentice issues two reds and ten yellows as Parramatta escape 
with a 1-0 win. 

20 - Marconi recover from being 0-2 down against the ex-Pumas to win the shoot-out 6-5. Jeff 
Kennett turns on the lights at Somers St as Sydney Utd are overwhelmed 4-1 in the Croation 
derby. Crows keeper Kalac prevents a cricket score. Heidelberg's season remains pointless. 
25 - Bazic's boys make it six out of six with a 3-1 win over the ex-Pumas. 

27 - Heidelberg rejoice with their first point after losing a shoot-out at home to Marconi. South 
Melb fall to twelfth after losing at West Adelaide. 


DECEMBER 

3 - The Knights win again, breaking the NSL record of six straight wins held by APIA since 1982. 
4 - The rest of Melbourne is despondent as Heidelberg, Sth Melb & the ex-Pumas fill the bottom 
three places, after all losing at the weekend. 

10 - Morwell proves the Knights are not infallible by holding 'em to a 1-1 draw. Naturally, Bazic's 
boys win the shoot-out. 

11- Adelaide cut the Knight's lead to seven points with a 3-1 win over Olympic, but the real 
drama is at Parramatta where referee Con Diomis books 11 players as well as sending off 
Awaritefe and Muscat. Mirko Bazic seems annoyed that his team is twenty-nine points ahead of 
Heidelberg after eight rounds. Maybe it was the way it was reported... 


SEPTEMBER 


...AND OFF! 


28 - The Victorian Soccer Federation announces §3. 
Jeff Kennett has accepted their invitation to Rx . 
become the Honorary Executive President of the |. 
Federation. oy 


OCTOBER 

7 - Marconi tell Steve Corica (who is in Europe on 
trials) to “Come home or..." 

10 - Jeff Kennett becomes No.1 ticket holder at 
South Melbourne. The ASF and Preston trade 
insults (again) over Preston's relegation. 

11 - Bulleen suggest a merger with Melbourne ex- 
Pumas 
18 - The ASF officially launches the NSL season, 
and encourages the public to "Get it on" with Peter 
Andre. The Warren Spink saga continues... 





26 - John Constantine announces the ASF is Jeff: South saviour 
considering abolishing promotion and relegation 
from the NSL. 


28 - FIFA announces Australia’s World Cup path 
will only involve Oceania and Asia. 


NOVEMBER 

3 - The Melbourne ex-Pumas sign a sponsorship deal with Delta Vehicles Rentals. 

4 - NSWSF President Peter Gray says the federation will compete in an Asian competition. 

5 - The Warren Spink saga continues. 

10 - The Hedelberg committee soap opera intensifies with ex-president Lew Yoannidis going 
public with his version of events. Current pres Peter Tsaklis’' response is equally caustic. “If you 
look through the history books you'll find that Heidelberg were relegated from the NSL under Mr 
Yoannidis”. Referee Constantine does not respond yet. 

14 - South Melbourne threaten to quit the NSL after revelations about their move to the Lake 
Oval. 

16 - Five Heidelberg directors resign. 

18 - Commander Constantine invites Heidelberg up to Sydney for a chat. lan Holmes says “The 
talks were excellent”. 

20 - Jeff Kennett comes to Sth Melb’s rescue with an amended financial arrangement re: Lake 
Oval. A further blow to Heidelberg with Jim Patikas declaring he wants to stay in Greece. 
Brother-in-law Mike Urukalo is not amused. 

23 - Steve Tasios announces his retirement after 154 NSL appearances. The Victorian Institute 
of Sport announces a 3 year sponsorship deal with Snickers. 


DECEMBER 
1 - Rumours of bombshells are rife as the ASF schedules a meeting in the bunker to mull over 


Justice Stewart's findings. Knights boss Mirko Bazic is named ‘Coach of the month’. He wins a 
five litre bottle of scotch. “I only drink water’, says Bazic. 
2 - The squabbling over Adrian Cervinski is settled with a loan deal to Wollongong. 
7 - Ned Zelic leaps to Eddie Thomson's defence over what may be contained in the Stewart 
report. 
8 - The Stewart report is referred to the Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, 
Recreation & the Arts. 

STAY TUNED! 





See... 





Every now and again, someone is prepared to say what plenty of others are thinking. 
‘Studs Up’ invited Peter Nafial to have his say on the national coaching position, and his 
decision was emphatic.. 


GIVE THOMMO THE SACK! 


Eddie Thomson succeded Frank Arok as Australian 
coach, who he deputised under for a number of years. 
The Australian Soccer Federation didn't hesitate in his 
appointment when the position became vacant. | have 
no doubt that Thomson is a great motivator, but there 
are certainly question marks over his tactical ability as 
clearly illustrated in the Argentina series. 

The first leg of the World Cup qualifier betwen Australia 
and Argentina was played at the Sydney Football 
Stadium. The Australians had reiinquished home 
ground advantage in the second leg hoping to attack 
Argentina at home and take a big lead with them to 
Buenos Aires. A sixteen year old boy from Melbourne 
had saved every penny for three months with the hope 
of travelling to Sydney to see his beloved Socceroos 
bombard Diego Maradona and the ‘cocky Argentineans 
with an avalanche of Aussie goals. The score finished 
at one all, Australia played with six defenders (Wade 
marked Maradona) and one attacker. Argentina had 
four defenders and two attackers (three if you include 
Maradona who was just behind them). Whose home 
leg was it again? 

How could Australia hope to take an advantage if they only played with one attacker? 

Home ground advantage is so important that if it's not used wisely it can cost you very dearly. 
Surely the only result Thomson could hope to achieve from this formation was to snatch a win. 
We have to leam from the coaching of Mario Zagalo and Ferenc Puskas, that attack is the best 
form of defence. In Australia where soccer is not the number one sport, there would be no 
better advertisement for the sport in this country than to have a national side playing attractive 
football, which we are very capable of. There is no question we have the attacking players to do 
this. We have the likes of Viduka, Veart, and Vidmar, who are more then capable of playing 
soccer at a high level. Past Australian sides with their lack of flair and skill have relied on their 
big hearts to grind a result out of the game, we don't have to do this any more. 

Tactics haven't been Eddie Thomson's only problems as his choice of players has also come 
under scrutiny. We are at a stage now when we are forming a side for the 1998 World Cup, yet 
there is hardly any evidence that Thomson is looking ahead in his player selection. Many of the 
players currently being selected in the national side are in their thirties. At the time of the World 
Cup they should be ready to retire, not playing at their peak; an example is Paul Wade. | would 
just like to say that he is my most admired Auistralian sportsman and that | have great respect 
for the man, but by the time of the World Cup Wade will be thirty-eight years of age. There is no 
guarantee that Wade will still be playing for South Melbourne next year let alone for Australia in 
1998. Thomson should be thinking ahead and ‘blooding’ players in games between now and the 
qualifying series, yet he continues to pick and then drop players like Warren Spink and Alistair 
Edwards on what almost appears to be a seasonal basis, when he should in fact be 
concentrating on promising youngsters! There has to be some stability in the selections so the 
side can grow together and the side should have a blend of young and old, picked with the next 
World Cup in mind. Eddie Thomson should persist with these promising players to finally mould 
a successful side. 
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Oth BIRTHDAY ? N A BOTTLE 
HAPPY 20th BIRTHDA eee ani cuvratiers have preiciahy come © te atone 2 bar dade 
° ; j ampion’'s League a ee 
Saturday April 2, 1977 may not be a date etched in the minds of Australian soccer supporters, UEFA’s deduction of two oe athe aco by a hooligan during the Milan-Salzburg tie in 
but it represented a landmark move for the code, for it was the opening day of the inaugural Otto Konrad was hit by a ~~ trotted out that the incident had little effect on the result (3-0 to 
Pnilips Soccer League. So, even though Wednesday, April 2, 1997 may seem a long way off, it Milan. Ne sie ila — ee because he continued to play for the next 25 minutes a 
is not too early to start Speculating how the ASF and the NSL could celebrate 20 years of Milan), Konrad wasn y ise the central problem of the situation; that an opposi 
National League Soccer in this country. two fine saves. Yet they fail to asc the terraces. This fact alone is enough to warrant 
‘Studs Up’ would be interested to hear how readers believe the ASF could appropriately cn tanh a a oo Kava heen talien (6: Ek by ee hs La ba 
is mi sa ; killed at the 

acolo ihe run address offences . Indeed, Roma goalkeeper Bree pica we Milan was allowed to stand 
On, and for the record, the opening round of fixtures that week-end was: flare thrown from the terraces. The fact tha 


at the incident had little bearing on the result, but the size 
Sydney Olympic vs South maton ss rulers na acl received meant a fine was little punishment, and stronger 
Footscray vs St George 

Canberra City vs West Adelaide BETO WAR TEQUIIOD. 

Western Suburbs vs Mooroolbark 
Adelaide City vs Brisbane Lions 
Brisbane City vs Marconi 

Fitzroy United vs Eastern Suburbs 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER SUPPORTERS CLUB - RIP. 


‘Studs Up’ would be extremely interested to hear from anyone who joined the 


felt they got their monies worth. Just a quick note or phone call to us (see 
inside cover) and we'll take up the complaints on your behalf. 


THE PLAYER DRAIN. 


The multitude of experts currently bemoaning the fact most of Our young talent is heading 
overseas have surely missed the point. Australia’s failure to qualify for the World Cup Finals will 
continue unless our best young players do go overseas. Ask any teenager whether he would 
rather play for South Melbourne or Marconi in front if 25,000 people, or play for Kaiserslautern or 
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thousand on the gate while they're at it. 


Would Australia have done so well against Canada and Argentina if our players had no 
European experience? 


SOCCER MONTHLY? 


How many times have we heard people complaining about too much Sport on television? Well, ra fe he ae ——- ee 
even soccer fans could be excused for making such comments these days, simply because you aaa REE NS E> 

just can't watch it all any more! ALL FOR SA ; 6 
SBS's recent acquisition of rights to show the UEFA Champions League bring the current es en aes that the World Cup in the pa ay mica 
viewing hours to five and a half hours a week on SBS alone, without taking into account the | commercialised were melodramatic to say the least. True, ee beabh to. Rus iieek ence 
ABC, or documentaries and discussion programs. with sport in America but the fear that the tournament woul 4 a we World Cuns held 
A couple of years back, the AFL realised that saturation television coverage stopped your unfounded. The needs of television dominated again but a — gee Euronean. dame ’that 
average fan from seeing all games, and therefore all highlights. Always ready to spot the in countries like Italy and Spain, and in particular, Mexico. ndeed, ar ies eerie tan Terveur an 
opportunity for a quick buck, the AFL began releasing monthly highlights videos, which continue has sold its soul to business clubs change their strip almost every ye 


: | | adorn their once prized jerseys with company logos. Even Association's have got in on the act. 





M 
SBS could initiate a huge ratings possibility if they introduced a monthly program showing In England there scarcely exists a league or a trophy without oe ee Rade ho 
highlights of all the best goals, saves, cup finals etc. A fast-paced 60 minutes featuring Vauxhall Conference to the FA Carling Premiership. The most room dicy Pied Chicken lseque 
minimum voice-over and maximum Sub-titles would prove irresistable to all fans, and enable by the Irish League in the mid 1980's to rename it’s league, The Kentucky 

them to see what really mattered over the previous month. 


of Ireland. Some European clubs have gone a step further . 2 aig os Oem ee = 
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Yankees. 


Only those who have spent time in England can appreciate how bad newspapers can be. 
But it’s not just the pommie soccer writers who give the game 2 hard time. 


Maybe all it needs is for a few of ‘em to pull their fingers out... 


JOURNALISTS SHOULD LIFT THEIR OWN GAME! 


Journalists are always eager to highlight administrators deficiencies, but to use the vernacular, it’s 
time they took a good hard look at themselves. 


The public who browse the sports pages are not likely to read an article with a headline 'Viduka hits 
hat-trick’, or ‘Scheinflug wary’, but if the word ‘Australia’ is involved, the reader is more likely to at 


least read the first paragraph. It would be easy for the journos to blame the sub-editor, but that 
would be passing the buck. ; 


Australians, by and large, are a patria bunch, and like most races warmly embrace winners. The 
recent U-20 qualifiers in Fiji (despite’'the! mediocre’ oppositidn) gave ‘our Soccer ‘sctibes''an ‘ideal 
opportunity to boost the profile of our national youth team, but sadly, some were too busy claiming 
the National League was in crisis and gleefully reporting on the verbal trading of punches between 
the game's administrators. It is high time that Schwab, Desira and particularly Ray Gatt started 


reporting the positive stuff. Sports editors have no trouble bashing soccer on their own, they don't 
need help from soccer's so-called friends. 


It also helps if you get your facts straight. Serious followers of FIFA politics doubted whether 
Oceania would get one automatic qualifying place for the 1998 World cup. But we were rubbing our 
eyes back in April when Peter Desira wrote in the Melbourne Herald Sun "Under new rules, the 
Socceroos will go straight to the finals if they win the Oceania group.” Not to be left in the starting 
gate, Ray Gatt proudly claimed “The landmark decision, which will come into effect for the finals in 
France in 1998, all but guarantees the Socceroos direct qualification for future finals..." Even John 
Constantine was quoted as saying “It is fantastic news and has blown us away. When | told Eddie 


Thomson he couldn't believe it.” 


Er, neither could we, Johnl 
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As more and more tournaments expand, qualifying phases are becoming a chore for 
the strongest clubs and countries. No wonder there is so much talk about Super 


Leagues... 


GIGANTISM -A GROWING PROBLEM. 


When Joao Havelange finally got his way and expanded the World Cup to 24 teams, he would 
never have envisaged the number of administrators to follow him down that particular pot-holed 


road. Bigger is not necessarily better, as UEFA's chiefs have already discovered. 


Africa was the first to grow, expanding their 
championships form 8 to 12 teams in 1992, 
primarily to ensure that no major countries 
missed qualification, not that it helped Tunisia. 
South America went one further. Not content 
with having ALL countries participating in the 
now bi-annual tournament, the South 
Americans invited Mexico and the United States 
to compete in the 1993 event, and earlier this 
year even invited Spain to compete in the 1995 
competition. Thankfully, the Spaniards politely 
declined, but who would bet against a repeat 
invitation for 1997, or for Portugal to be 
approached? 


1978: 16 
1982: 24 
1998: 32 
2006: ?? 


Back to Africa, and after the comparative success of Senegal '92, the powers in charge decided 
that 16 was a far more managable number, so South Africa can look forward to hosting 15 other 
nations in 1996. 


UEFA didn't bother with 12, jumping straight from 8 to 16, but have already found problems with 
expansion for expansion’s sake. When the deadline for applications to host Euro 2000 had 
passed, UEFA were no doubt saddened to discover only one in the mail box, and that was a 
joint submission from Holland and Belgium. While it can be argued that two countries co- 
hosting tournaments is the way of the future, it ignores numerous logistical problems and 
certainly de-values the achievement of qualifying for the finals. That would not concern the likes 
of Portugal, Wales, Hungary, Poland etc of course, but it does worry the average fan, particularly 
when it comes to ticket sales. Witness the initial uproar over ticket allocations for Euro 96 for 
example. 


When the Australian Football League moved to create the final eight there was (and still is) 
almost universal condemnation, and fans are clever enough to see that it is only the drafts and 
salary caps that are keeping most teams evenly matched. 


The whole idea of having finals is to reward the elite. Soccer's administrators would be well 
advised to remember that. Let's hope the ASF don't follow the AFL's lead... 


EXCLUSIVE! tuds, EXCLUSIVE |! 


tuds,\ 





ls there a fear, that Mr Kennett's appointment may 
give certain sections of the media another reason 
to ignore Victorian soccer's positives? 

TJ: We view the appointment of the Premier of 
Victoria, Mr Kennett as our Honorary Executive 
President as a very positive move. We are 
honoured by his desire to help the sport prosper. | 
do not entertain such negative thoughts on his 
appointment as expressed by yourself. 


And now for something completely different... 


TERRY JONES RESPONDS... 


‘Studs Up’ recently approached Terry Jones, Chief Executive Officer of the Victorian 
Soccer Federation to clarify some comments in his joint submission to the ASF. His 
responses are re-printed here, and certainly make interesting reading. 


SU: Under your proposal, it is quite SU: Is Mr Kennett’s primary role to be as a door- 






possible you will be asking our senior opener and liason officer, similar to Neville Wran's 

players, at top clubs, to play 70 games role with the ASF? 

a year. Is this desirable, given that IJ: Mr Kennett has been with the Federation for 

European clubs believe 60-70 games is only a very short period of time. Over the next year Jeff: Another photo 
excessive for full-time professionals? 1 am sure that he will be a positive asset for our opportunity 

TJ; Under the proposal the players sport in those areas mentioned in your letter and 

would not play 70 matches a year as more. 

you suggest in your letter. A maximum 

of 50 matches could be played over the SU: The tunnel linking Westgate and the South Eastern Freeway may see Olympic Park out of 
course of one year if a players club was order for some time. With Middle Park on the way out, is Victoria likely to be left out when 
successful and reached both the venues are announced for Olympic qualifiers etc? 

National Soccer League and State IJ: Our understanding is that Olympic Games soccer will be played in Melbourne at Olympic 
Grand Finals. One thing that led us to Park. 1am not in any position to add further comment other than to state that the Victorian 


TJ (right) with recently ousted ' ung 

President Joe Caruso doing presenting the submission was the 

their best Ron & Ron impersonation. desire fo see players have the 

(in-joke for Hale & Pace fans) opportunity to become full professionals 
in Australia. | believe our proposal 


would provide that. — stein 
10 things you're not likely to hear in Australia. 


Government share our desire to see Group matches played here. 


SU: What the proposal really chases is more quality teams in the Victorian Premier League, so 


why not lobby the ASF to chop 2 Victorian and 3 New South Wales teams when Western 1. Johnny Warren to Andy Paschalidis: "That's another relevant and interesting 


Australia and the A.C.T. come in in 1995-967 point you've made tonight Andy’. 

TJ’: You suggest that the submission merely seeks to have more quality teams in the Victorian 2. Johnny Warren: "The NSL Cup has again fired the imagination of the 
Premier League. if you read the submission once again you will note that this is just one of Australian public”. 

many objectives. Our first priority and our support is for a strong, viable and successful National 3. National Basketball League officials: "You've got to hand it to the ASF, their 


Soccer League. marketing strategy is killing sports like ours”. 

4. Soccer fans: "No, it's the top class facilities that attracts us to the NSL". 

5. Kimon Taliadores (Players Union boss): "The ASF has fully disclosed the 
Stewart Report to us and has agreed to all our proposals”. 


SU: The proposal accepts the vast jump in standard from State League to National League. 
Realistically, what chance would State League clubs have unless the NSL clubs fielded less 


than full strength teams? 

TJ: Obviously the best players in Australia are registered with NSL clubs. Obviously their NSL 
clubs are superior to the vast majority of Premier League clubs. However, in a State based 
Super League where a position in the next NSL season was available, the top five Premier 
League clubs would recruit players to be able fo compete on equal terms. 


SU: Do you think a National League could survive if, in extreme circumstances, Marconi, South 
Melbourne and Sydney Olympic were to be relegated? 

TJ: I think it would be very difficult for the NSL to be seen as a strong competition if the clubs 
you mention were not participating. | would not envisage that would be the case. 


SU: In the past, the media could not be accused of 
giving wide coverage to soccer's success stories. 


? 


6. Johnny Warren at an NSL game: "It's heartening to see the proponderance 
of Australian flags and shirts today”. 

7. lan Holmes, ASF chief: “| believe it's the Australian media's comprehensive 
coverage of our sport that has helped it’s popularity:. 

8. Any NSL Commissioner: “No, we haven't got a clue about what teams 
should be in the league... Hey, are you sure that camera's off?" 

9. Tom Anderson: :! think Eddie Thomson is doing a wonderful job as Socceroo 
coach and | think has salary should be doubled immediately:. 

10. At the NSL Grand Final: "The Melbourne Knights haven't choked in the 
Grand Final this year and are playing to their ability”. 


While the NSW federation makes noises about playing with the Asians, 
‘Studs Up' looks at how other codes in Australia have adapted toa 


changing marketplace. 


OH, FOR A 5 YEAR PLAN.. 


The recent release of the Australian (Rules) Football League's 5 year plan, despite being long on 
rhetoric and short on specifics, at least shows the public that there are goals to which the AFL 
aspires. The plan lists the AFL Commission's 5 basic principles and clearly explains why 
decisions in relation to the make-up and future of the national competition are made. Sadly, the 
Australian Soccer Federation fails to learn from the successes and failures of rival national 
sporting bodies, and rarely informs the soccer public of the ASF's long term objectives. 


This season's change to 4 points for a win is a classic case. It appears not one of the 
thirteen national league coaches was consulted, the ASF announcing the change as a fait 
accompli, causing uproar and widespread confusion amongst the soccer fraternity. While 
acknowledging the different codes have different needs, it is worth looking at the AFL's 5 
principies briefly to see what soccer can learn from an administration which has effectively 
turned around an ailing competition. 


1. The AFL takes a national view of football, based on the view that football followers 


throughout Australia are of equal importance. 


For toc long the ASF has been reliant on an eastern-states based competition. W.A. in 
particuiar has been treated like a leper, despite the success of the Perth Wildcats, West Coast 
Eagles, Perth Heat etc. This forced the ludicrous step of Perth Kangaroos and Darwin Cubs 
pissing off to the Singapore League, opening up yet another shop window for Asian clubs to 
poach our best young talent. While the ASF publicly laments this situation, it really has only 
itself tc blame. Only in March 1994 did the ASF welcome the Northern Territory Soccer 
Federation as a member of the ASF. Did Victoria really need a FIFTH team (Morwell Falcons) 
before W._A. got their first? 


2. The AFL adopts equalisation rather than survival of the ifttest, by introducing player 
drafts, salary caps and financial equalisation strategies. 

Er, not exactly free-enterprise! By introducing these complex,ever-changing regulations the 
average Aussie Rules supporter has little hope of keeping up with the current rules. In any case, 
the frequent breaches of salary cap limits in the AFL and rugby competitions emphasises the 
fact that some clubs will only be able to retain their best players if wages are at comparable 
levels to those paid by overseas clubs (particularly Asian), a problem the AFL does not have to 
deal with, of course. 


3. The AFL sees itself as both keeper of the code and manager of the national competition. 
It also accepts responsibility for feeder structures and the overall health of the code. 


The AFL is in a bit of a no-win situation here with traditionalists often crying foul and the tabloid 
media in particular always ready to help out with AFL bashing. At least the AFL commission is 
working for the whole of the nation, not just one or two states, and accusation the ASF would 
find difficult to defend. (see point 1.) 


4. The AFL sees itself as a generator of income, but not a banker to the clubs. 


Couldn't agree more! For too long AFL clubs have looked to the AFL for special financial 
dispensation, resulting in some clubs being propped up by the others (see point 2). Thankfully 
the ASF has yet to enter this murky area, but conversely, it has occassionally left itself open to 
accusations of bias against certain clubs. e.g. APIA, Preston etc. It was worrying, however, to 


° 


hear John Constantine comment recently on ‘On the Ball’ about the possible financial 
assistance to clubs re: star imports. 


5. The AFL seeks commercial sponsorships rather than adopt user pays admission prices. 


The AFL has done remarkably well in this area, limiting admission prices to AFL games well 
below the cost of staging them. While the grass-roots followers of the game sneer at those in 
the private boxes, it is those same corporate big-wigs who have enabled the rank and file to 
attend games at a cost far below any other top-level sporting competition. The recent switch of 
national league codes by Coca-Cola only serves to highlight the ASF's shortcomings in this 
area. 


As stated earlier, the AFL faces a range of problems which the ASF (thankfully) does not, but 
there are common problems, the main one being the creation of a truly national, financially 
viable competition. it is a complex problem, sure, but so far the ASF has done little to suggest 
that it knows the correct formula, let alone the solution. 


The National Basketball League has shown the way by taking the game to provincial centres 
such as Townsville, Gellong and, most importantly, the states of Tasmania and Western 
Australia. Tasmania is an interesting case. While the AFL dithers over the financial viability of a 
Tassie team, and neither rugby code has a core base of Support, soccer has a unique 
opportunity to fill a void in the Tassie sports calendar. 

The recent proposal to the ASF by Victorian administrators Joe Cruso and Terry Jones 
acknowledges as much. Although their submission contains some questionable directions, the 
realisation that a team from Tasmania is desirable should be applauded. They also correctly 
point out that there are no clear guidelines for admission to the National League, and while it is 
important for all clubs to have a pathway to the NSL, a wish to re-introduce NSL clubs back into 
State based competitions during the off-season would, | believe, be a regressive step. Far better 
would be for the state champions to play-off and the winner replace one relegated NSL club. 
(States supplying one club being exempt from relegation, of course), 

Soccer fans should seek out a copy of the submission as it does contain some ideas worthy of 
wide discussion, even if there is a nagging doubt that some of them are a panic solution to kick- 
Start stagnating state leagues. 


As the accompanying table shows, only basketball can claim to have a truly national competition 
in place, and while NBA telecasts have boosted the sport's popularity in Australia, the fact that 
all states are represented in the national league is a huge marketing plus for the sport. 
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Teams per state in national competitions 
VIC NSW QbLD SA W TAS AC.T. 


SOCCER 5 1 1 2 4 

RUGBY LEAGUE 13 Fl * 

BASEBALL 2..2 i, A. 1 
BASKETBALL 4 2 3 1 1 1 1 


* indicates new team on the way... 


AUSTRALIA MISSES THE PLANE... AGAIN! 


When the 1st Intercontinental Cup was held in Riyadh (Saudi Arabia) in October 1992, it 
received only a lukewarm reaction, primarily due to Denmark's absence. But when the 2nd 
tournament kicks off in Riyadh on January 4 the world will surely take greater notice. Argentina 
(as reigning South American champions) will be back to defend the trophy they won after 
convincingly defeating the hosts in the final of the inaugural tournament. Denmark will be 
competing this time, along with African champions Nigeria, Asian Cup winners Japan and Gold 
Cup winners Mexico. Now if only there was an Oceania championship...! 


If the FIFA hierachy are insistent that Oceania is here to stay, then Charlie Dempsey must make 
a serious effort to put it on the footballing map. It appears that the King Fahd Cup will be a 
regular event in future, so if the other 5 confederations are keen to participate, we must ensure 
that Oceania is represented. Even if it means having to play a host of meaningless fixtures (as 


usual) in an effort to qualify. 


ONLY IN AUSTRALIA... Pt 1 


‘Studs Up' ventured down to Olympic Park to witness the 2nd semi-final in the Johnnie Walker 
Cup. Being receptive to the odd scotch & coke (or five) we headed off to the bar for a few quick 
ones, all in the spirit(!) of supporting the sponsors of course. So we ask the man behind the bar 
for a JW only to be advised he only had Black Douglas... 


ONLY IN AUSTRALIA... Pt 2 


With only 13 NSL clubs doing the rounds this season you would think there would be no 
shortage of available nicknames. It seems quite bizarre then that 2 NSL clubs wish to operate 
under the moniker of ‘The Zebras”. Furthermore, why didn't the ASF marketing people call in the 


ex-Pumas for a quiet chat? 


MEMO IAN HOLMES & CO. 


If the ASF are wondering why attendances are not as high as they could be, then perhaps 
consideration should be given to their marketing strategy. While most promotions are aimed at 
the teenage market (and younger) it is unrealistic to ask parents to let their kids attend night 
fixtures and then find their way home on public transport. And yet the total admission cost for a 
family to an NSL game puts the event into the special rather than regular category. Thousands 
of kids go to AFL games for example because the admission price is only $1.50. Just as the 
Victorian Cricket Association occasionally runs ‘dollar days’, the ASF could consider promoting 
one weekend at reduced admission prices, or would the home clubs be too concerned at the 


short-term loss of income? 


SURVEY PREVIEW... 


‘Studs Up’ has spent a bit of time recently surveying fans from all backgrounds regarding their 
preferences and opinions on a wide variety of soccer issues. We'll take a closer look at the 
results in our next edition, but one early disturbing trend is the fact the majority of fans from each 
sub-group know more about the overseas game than Australian soccer. It may have something 
to do with the fact only about 15% of fans over the age of 16 think SBS's coverage of the NSL is 


good enough to attract fans.... 


eee ee 
_ cl a“ 


THESE PEOPLE ARE JN CHARGE ? 


Sees taaets has suggested that Brazil would be eager to host the World Cup in 2006. Given 
© current state of soccer in Brazil we can only say "Are you S%#@ing kidding?" | 


Fore extra-time to be introduced in the latter Stages of major international 
pionships, we can hardly wait for Saudi Arabia or Kuwait to concede a goal that was 


clearly offside to everyon ah 
training. yone but the linesman. We hope all officials are doing extra sprint 


ne contin “an president Issa Hayatou of Cameroon would not rule out a boycott of 
nce 96 unless they got 2 extra places. He was not alone. The level of squabbling and 


Sucking-up over allocation of pl ini 
aces was re sce ae ; 
Ee p miniscent of the annual Premier's conference in 


Sayan ee nil is in Malaysia, the Football Association of Sabah State has banned 
le phones for at least 2 da tsk 
their bookmakers. Er, good thinking, chaps... i i i ang 


I'ts never easy refereeing a 
game at any time, but spare a thought for the men in bl 
, ack (o : 
or purple) who control matches between excitable youths from non-Western cultures. West 


and then it would probably progress to the c i ] 

S ourts. But notin Asia. The discipli i 
decided that all players and their Brazilian coach would recieve two year bate Oe ee 
And this is the confederation we can't wait to compete in | 


PAUL WADE IN 'TOP BLOKE' SHOCK! 


he 2 dion had the pleasure of hearing Paul Wade address a group of secondary 
udents in Melbourne and we were most impressed. Never afraid to call a Spade a 


both on and off the field 
fee eld. We only wonder if Mehmet Durakovic will survive future overseas 


WHAT THE COACHES REALLY MEAN... 


"We are only two players from having a top side", 
---If we get Baggio and Batistuta we might win a game 


“The crucial refereeing decisions went against us”. 
---Our threat to beat up the referee's mother if he didn't help us win was ignored 


"It's a tight and tough Opening stanza, Andy’. 
---You mean there's still 80 minutes of this crap to go? 


“The bumpy pitch is making skillful soccer difficult’. 
---These guys couldn't control a bag of cement if it fell on their feet 


Asian Football Confederation general-secretary Peter Velappan and UEFA President Lennart | 
Johansson are the latest senior administrators to sink the boot into FIFA. While Zurich 
basks in the glory of a successful American invasion, the world’s ruling body is in serious 

danger of disappearing up it’s own arse. Kevin Christopher surveys the self-inflicted 







wounds and asks: 
What next for FIFA? Fine MRT FIFA Congress 
Joon of Koren laysian Vice. vies in a Number of crit; 
“The politics of soccer make me nostalgic for the politics of the Middie East” | {0 a Vica Presi Perhaps point iy, Tan Spi Datuk H ir Promotions at ex : 
Henry Kissinger ‘rent runne Foidential Positi ? Where the 29092 amzah, was fSGlence ge Ue lay 
NNer for th .~It1ON Was UE, v7,..° £992 World Cc Placed by Ch /- 
ee | But the distur; € top job A Vice Pres UD ma un Mong 
- The first six FIFA presidents had something of Ricardo Tejcere eo Was the Promo}; 
= in common. From 1904-1974 the world's AUS. Since Sof Brazil to tiation 
ie the Car . © Was blectad oo etive 
# administrative body was ruled by a BF in 1989 h ®cted Presideny 
< ts succession of like-minded Europeans, Most Chaotic lea ae Preside OVe ae 
Sask, including three Englishmen. Planet. Clubs oft suet!) Program o on 
“twee, When the Brazilian, Joao Havelange, Protest of Meanir En field 'eSeve ai the 
wrested control from Sir Stanley Rous the disasters ar, ener Mixtures, with lia 
+, world of soccer was entering new territory. Ulging file o ivi “d trouble Contribut; “ibe 
- Since his election Havelange has opened culminati i. oe t adore —— 
the soccer world to the world. The | Outburst fact year. }¥ ae characte HOHE, 
traditionalists have gasped as new SOUrSe, was to tas avelange’ ten 
tournaments are unveiled on a regular basis | lask at 1994 Pele from any off “! 
with the Europeans occasionally sharing Should Joao turn a bi i UD draw oe 
f eligibility of places equally with the other eas Probably becay ae fye to such goi 
§ confederations. This policy has merit. | aw. en Se Teixeira ig }, Ae ngs- 
% Africa in particular has made enormous difficult to under 8 becoming incr on 
mae strides since JH took office. NOt step in a; Stand aati 
and genera] given the recent Ne Nge does 
The problem now facing JH, is who can he see as a capable successor. The one country/one Given that i e : * Murders 
vote electoral procedures have enabled Joao to cultivate an impressive power-base that is reliable inner san “S Now got himself 
ready-made for any like-minded autocrat, but who could JH endorse? It is perhaps this lack of a © Perceive i ctum and has ch more 
ready-made replacement that has forced JH to remain in office. thinks Zi Cuble-make, , he ed out 
Havelange has done so much for the Afro-Asia bloc with all sorts of gifts and promises that, anything short the Numbers to ” fobably 
should he step down, the Europeans in particular would prefer a cooling-off period. What the Shouldn't get to Of scy missiles SUlVive 
world game needs at the moment is a period of consolidation. This would enable the FIFA wields great ee vt er Velan, the 
: : = w . a “enc . @ppen stj 
executive to pursue their long publicised goal of a world soccer calendar, as neither Sepp Blatter A €xpandeg “© in Asia and J Still 
nor UEFA president Lennart Johansson appear happy for things to continue as they are. While Johansson mayb 2 onside needs 
Johansson oversaw the introduction of the T.V. based European Champions League, Blatter has he threatens Me © Calling Fi A's bt Lennart 
often proposed a World Club Championship run on similar lines. Friction is inevitable... World Cup, but P ee Europe Out of the i 
| EMinating f, SUCh erat ia 
Before going on, it is worthwhile recounting the details of Havelange'’s election. When JH was May well Minese gone ice in Sohaviour 
touring the world collecting votes for the 1974 FIFA Presidential election, his promises not only all the key pla urther 9fandstang; ee 
included extra places at the World Cup Finals, but also extensive development programs. Just and Sackings ric “tS. befor @ resj ng fr om 
before the election, Sir Stanley Rous knew he was staring defeat in the face and enlisted the Wi an Bérenen. gnations 
help of Horst Dassier, or Mr Adidas. JH was elected after a second ballot but Dassler an being fired at tp Sing number Of pot 
Havelange forged a bond that would last until Dasslers death in 1987. Horst only worked wi losing the last 9ame's leaders eee 
people of power and influence, and after securing the backing of Coca-Cola, he and JH finall Credibility. Someta ing Strands A tisk 
had the money to implement Joao's manifesto. The trouble was, there was little administrati during Brazil's mo Ing that was unthj Mein 
know-how at FIFA headquarters. Could it be t th of glory inkable 
Enter Sepp Blatter. Horst Dassler whisked him away from his job at Swiss Timing and train Story of 1994 do © most iMportant 
him at Adidas HQ. Blatter was appointed FIFA General Secretary in 1981 and the title of Ch €S Not Involve USA ie 


Executive was added in 1990. 

Blatter had been Havelange’s loyal servant since moving 
to Switzerland, but recent events suggest the relationship ‘ 
is heading for ‘icy status. Either way, when JH does : 
eventually decide to vacate the top job, he is likely to 
publicly endorse a preferred successor after much back- 
room dealing.. Havelange joined the International Olympic 
Committee in 1963, and remains a life member, and he 
has no doubt learned much from that other well known 
autocrat, Juan Antonio Samaranch in maintaining 
discipline amongst his sub-ordinates. 





While Australia complains about too many soccer exports, some 
Englishmen are complaining about too many soccer imports. With 
the English clubs rehabilitation in Europe now almost complete, 
signing to play in the Premier League no longer represents a one- 
way ticket to European obscurity. Harry Georgiadis studies the 
ramifications, and wonders if Gordon Taylor is playing some politics 


of his own... 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


The introduction of several world-class foreigners into the previously isolated (some would say 
xenophobic) world of English soccer has provoked intense debate within the English press as to 
the merits of so many non-Englishmen into the Premier League. Gordon Taylor, head of the 
Professional Footballers Association (PFA) has been a vociferous critic of this policy, 
questioning whether this would curtail the opportunities of English players. The argument is a 
misleading one. In fact, not only has the English game improved because of the imports but any 
question of too many cheap imports has been caused by loopholes in PFA guidelines that have 
made it easy for many lower quality foreigners, such as the plethora of Norwegians, to move to 
England. In fact, the English game has suffered precisely because clubs have been too un- 
ambitious to move for quality foreigners resulting in a stale, predictable competition. 
This is the point that Taylor is missing. . 





Exciting foreigners such as Amokachi, Klinsmann, 
Roy, Albert, Popescu, Dumitrescu, Cantona etc bring 
glamour and skill to the game. They excite fans, 
attract new ones and pay for themselves through 
increased attendances and sponsorship. Italy 
provides a case in point. Their defeat by North Korea 
in the 1966 World Cup led to a ban on new 
foreigners moving to Italy. Serie A attendances 
slumped in the 1970's. Goals dried up and defences 
dominated. Italian clubs performed very badly in the 
1970's whilst most clubs went heavily into debt trying 
to buy the best local talent available. Only Juventus, 
able to pool nearly the entire national team, 
prospered. 


was increased to three by the late 1980's. The Italian boom hit overdrive with Serie A not only 
having the best league but probably the greatest concentration of talent in one league at any one 
time, ever! The presence of Maradona, Matthaus, Gullit, Careca, Van Basten, Rijkaard and 
Kilinsmann led to such excitement that attendances and interest skyrocketed. Yet the Italian 
national team has not suffered. On the contrary, players of the calibre of Baggio, Vialli, Mancini 
and Signori have prospered. 


England’s current foreign craze can be attributed to three things. 


Fristly, the financial demands of British players (aided by the PFA) have priced themselves out of 
the market. The upward spiral of transfer fees and the financial demands made upon the clubs 
has forced many to look overseas for greater value and quality. A quick comparison of transfer 
fees for British and foreign players illlustrates this. For instance, the fees for Chris Sutton (5 
million pounds), Paul Furlong (2.9 mil) and Dion Dublin (2 mil) look ludicrous when compared to 
Jurgen Klinsmann (2.3 mil), Eric Cantona (1 mil) and Peter Schmeichel (700,000). In fact, Dion 
Dublin was transferred to Manchester United for one million pounds, played in the reserves, 
broke. his leg, and was sold to Coventry for two million pounds! 
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secondly, a new breed of manager such as Hoddle, Ardiles and Keegan have been less reticent 
in buying foreigners. Perhaps having sampled soccer around the world they have few of the pre- 
conceptions of the predecssors. In fact, in the 1950's the Football League banned all non-British 
players from playing in England. The signings of Ardiles, Villa, Muhren and Thijssen for 
Tottenham and Ipswich in the late 70's generated the excitement and success that made others 
sit up and take notice. However, whereas Spurs and Ipswich did everything to help their 
overseas recruits settle, other imported stars (Tarantini, Sabella, Marangoni, Deyna, Petrovic 
etc) joined clubs un-willing to help them adapt to the peculiar English game, reinforcing their 
belief that foreigners lacked the strength to play in England. Ironically, the early 1990's saw a 
rush on foreign goalkeepers, a traditional English strength, moving to England. Eric Cantona 
a a the trend with his brilliance and success helping turn it into a flood after the 1994 
orld Cup. 


Finally, but perhaps most importantly, Britain's entry into the European Community (EC) has 
allowed all EC nationals to work, unimpeded, within EC countries. Legally, the PFA can do 
nothing to stop EC nationals from moving to England. Non-EC nationals, however, must fulfil 
certain criteria before being granted a work permit. They must satisfy the PFA and the British 
government that they are ‘established’ internationals. At the moment this means having played 
75% of his country’s international games within the preceding two years. Yet it is this PFA 
policy that has more than anything led to an influx of relatively unknown foreigners to England. 
The likes of Amokachi, Dumitrescu, Popescu, Lamptey and Kanchelskis not only fit the criteria 
but enhance the domestic game. However, as Brian Glanville points out in the September issue 
of World Soccer, this has led to the PFA's worst nightmare of cheap imports becoming a reality. 
The basic question is - Are 75% of fixtures played by one country equal to that of another? Ifa 
Brazilian plays only several internationals in a two-year period whilst a Costa Rican plays in all 
of them, the Brazilian would be denied a permit. It is this anomaly that the PFA should be 
addressing, not the quality imports that have gone to England recently. 
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Since the World Cup it seems not a match goes by without the referee flashing a 
deck of cards at both teams. Not wishing to be left out, ‘Studs Up‘ couldn't walt to 


GET THE BOOK OUT ! 


YELLOW CARD to African delegates at FIFA's congress earlier this year for suggesting the World Cup 
should be hosted by the various confederations on a rotational basis. This is a bit rich coming froma 
confederation who have previously experienced numerous problems in holding their own 
championships, let alone world tournaments. The recent question marks over Nigeria's suitability to 
host the 1995 WYC adds to the long list of problems associated with running major tournaments on that 
continent. 


YELLOW CARD to State administrators (Caruso, Jones, Grey et al) for failing to realise they have an 
ancillary role to play in Australian soccer. They are not elected to promote their own grandiose plans for 
competitions outside their jurisdiction. By all means, make a submission to the ASF, but don't go 
squealing to the press. If you want to run the ASF or NSL, say so. Just don't give sports editors further 
cause to report what is happening off the field rather than on it. 


RED CARD How much 


longer do armchair fans have to 
put up with Andy Paschalidis in 
the commentary box? Since 
Mike Hill emigrated to ESPN in 
America we've had to suffer 
innumerable moments of 
enbarrassment, including the 
World Cup qualifiers last year 
when SBS had their highest 
ever ratings. ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGHI It is high time SBS 
held auditions to find new 
commentators. We're not 
asking for Martin Tyler, just 
someone who identifies players 
and provides interesting 
background information during 
stoppages in play, not during 
play itself. 





YELLOW CARD to ground staff for not knowing how to deal with flares thrown by fans(?) during 
matches. Standing behind the goals at Olympic Park allowing smoke to waft across the pitch (holding 
the game up) is not going to win the war against morons who continue to throw flares. Even worse, in 
the opening match of the season between Sth Melb and Heidelberg, ground staff were even seen to be 
handing ‘live’ flares back to the fans!! 


YELLOW CARD to ail clubs who eagerly participated in the traditional early season referee-bashing. As 
national director of referees Gary Power pointed out, only Marconi bothered to send representatives to a 
pre-season seminar which aimed to outline the referee's directives for the coming season.| To be fair 
however, it should be pointed out that it seems only NSW clubs were invited. Presumably the other 
clubs had to be content with the 80 plus page document and 90 minute video! 
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A welcome contribution from an amateur goalkeeper (and would-be editorialist), George 
Athanasiadis. 


Very early in this publication is the concept and the thinking behind establishing "Studs Up" 
Simply Stated, there is huge scope for fanzines to become part of the culture of Association 
Football (herein aiter referred to as soccer) and this edition will, we anticipate, be the Catalyst for 
all those associated with the game to actually feel that they can have their say. 

Being asked to contribute to this first edition is indeed, to quote the famous cliche, ‘quite an 
honour’. There is no prerequesite here Saying that you must have a qualification in journalism 
be prominent in the media (for example, the presenter of World Soccer or On the ball) have 
coached a Nationai tear o1 even been capped by your country. Nothing so serious is needed 
What you do have to have is a LOVE for the beautiful game. | 


Soccer IS the great leveller of men and women, young and old. On the pitch you are (minus the 
Ryan Giggs type accolades), if | may simply put it, a footballer... a soccer player. Your 
profession, be it doctor, lawyer, domestic engineer (housewife-husband) or student doesn't 
come into it. Not even the level you play at means anything. What do they call someone who 
represents their country and someone who represents the local club? The correct answer is 

‘a soccer player’. 


Off the pitch is no different. Whether you run a National League team or watch the local grade 
game you are just as well qualified to have a say. For example quite a few so-called experts run 
Heidelberg so how much better are their ideas? 

Now with soccer being the most popular sport in the world it is safe to assume that there are a 
mighty lot of opinions going around. It is also a gimme that there are not going to be a large 
number of these opinions that are exactly the same. This, in the thinking philosophies of 'Studs 
Up’, is a very good thing. We want to read and print, where we can, your articles. Be they about 


the backyard game or an international... not to mention all the happenings in between... we'd 
like to hear from you. * 


We do not intend to preach to our readers or force feed any opinions. The views noted by our 
contributors are strictly their way of assessing the game, whether it be on the pitch or off it. 

There is currently, at the news-stands, a soccer publication unlike anything I've seen before 
They've gone for a glossy magazine format and it works quite supurbly. It is highly 
recommended by a few of us at ‘Studs Up' and seems appropriately titled FourFourTwo. 

! am borrowing their motto... as per | assume they have from God... 


FIVE DAYS THOU SHALT LABOUR. 
THE SIXTH DAY IS FOR FOOTBALL. 


tuds,y 


Send all correspondence to: 
‘Studs Up' 

P O BOX 

OAKLEIGH SOUTH 3167 


The next lot of World Cup qualifiers may be two years away, but there /s still 
loads of interesting shit to look out for. And some of it even involves Australia 


so make sure you 


LOOK OUT FOR.... 


JANUARY 
4-12 2nd King Fahd Cup. See page 16 for details. 
6-8 African Nations Cup qualifiers. 
7-9 English FA Cup 3rd round 
10-12 English League Cup nusger finals 
14 - 21 Four team tournament featuring the Olyroos, Denmark, Korea and Japan 
21-23 More ANC quals incl Zimbabwe v Cameroon 
We're not suggesting anything silly will happen but.. 
28 - 30 English FA Cup 4th round 
MARCH 
1&15 European cup quarter-finals. 
11. World Youth Campionships kick-off in Nigeria. Australia is grouped with Germany, Costa 
Rica and an African qualifier to be decided in January. 
19 - Melbourne Knights host Adelaide City in a Grand Final preview? 
29 - Full round of Euro 96 qualifiers incl Spain v Belgium, Ukraine v Italy and another Irish 
derby.. s 
APRIL 
9- Final round of the NSL 
26 - Heaps more Euro 96 quals incl Rep Ireland v Portugal. 
MAY 
21 West Ham United to play either the Socceroos or an Australian XI at Olympic Park. 
JUNE 
Women's World Cup in Sweden 
Premier's Cup four team tournament to be staged in Melbourne. Watch for Galatasaray.. 
? Four team under 23 tournament in Adelaide. France, Russia, Italy, Sth Africa and the U.S. are 
possible tourists. 
SEPTEMBER 
Oceania Olympic qualifiers. 
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Substitute striker Greg P 
Brown, who claimed the — g 


OK, we admit it We know we said in our winner against Thailand on ¢ 
ae Monday, hit the bar inthe — s 
editorial that you wouldn't have to read about 85th minute with a shit just 


someone having a shit from outside the box outside penalty areit, 


but this gem from ABSW some time ago just AUSTRALIA 0 
couldn't be left out of our 1st issue... SOUTH KOREA? , 


A frustraied Socceroos 
coach Vic Fernandez . 
lashed out at the 


SEE YA NEXT TIME... ee 


When they'll be even more to masticate over... 








